412               THE   QUEEN   AND   MR.   GLADSTONE            [1886
1315  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Telegram]                                                      June 8. 1886.
Cabinet this day determined humbly to advise Your Majesty
to dissolve this Parliament with which view the business of the
Session would be speedily wound up. I write by post.
1316  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 143-4.)
June 8. 1886.
Mr, Gladstone submits his humble duty to Your Majesty and
humbly acquaints Your Majesty that the Cabinet met today to
consider the defeat sustained at an early hour this morning on the
Irish Government Bill; and they determined that it was their
duty humbly to advise Your Majesty to dissolve the present
Parliament at as early a period as the occasions of public business
will allow. As far as Mr. Gladstone can at present judge, this may
perhaps be done within the present month.
Among the grounds of this advice have been the evils of pro-
longed uncertainty upon an absorbing question, the likelihood of
aggravated exasperation between sections and parties; the
desirableness of maintaining a continuous action for the purpose
of keeping Ireland the better in check and maintaining order there,
and the obvious fairness of the argument, which has been and may
be used without distinction of party, [that] the opinion of the
country should be constitutionally taken on a subject which is
of vast importance, which was imperfectly before the body of
Electors at the last Election, and on which the Ministers of the
Crown and the present representatives of the people are at
variance.
The members of the Cabinet will observe a strict secrecy on the
subject until Your Majesty's gracious answer shall have been
received.
The House of Commons stands adjourned until Thursday when
they will, doubtless, have an eager hope of receiving information
from the Government. ...
1317            Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                       8th June. 1886.
. . . Will sanction advice Cabinet to dissolve but think this
should be as soon as possible.